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Disaster Resilience 
Sharing European Local Government Learning 

• In April I was asked to be rapporteur for the European 

Committee of the Regions (CoR) in relation to 

developing an opinion on the Post-2015 framework for 

disaster risk reduction; 

• The  CoR represents Local and Regional Governments 

across Europe; 

• The opinion was agreed by the CoR in June; 

• I would like to share with you, the key messages from 

the opinion. 

 

 



• There has been a significant increase in both the 

intensity and frequency of disasters in recent years; 

• Between 2002 and 2012, natural disasters  in Europe 

were responsible for more than 80,000 deaths and the 

economic cost was as high as €95bn; 

• Local and regional authorities are the first level of 

governance to respond in case of emergency by 

providing basic services and oversight and managing 

disasters as they happen; 

• Local and regional government need adequate 

resources for this work; 

Disaster Resilience 
Sharing European Local Government Learning 



• Disasters know no borders. Disasters represent a global 

challenge and so they require a global solution; 

• We need to ensure that protocols are in place to ensure 

effective coordination; 

• local authorities have three key roles:  

• preparing through improved resilience,  

• Responding when disasters happen, 

• dealing with the impact after disasters and helping 

communities to recover; 

Disaster Resilience 
Sharing European Local Government Learning 



• Investment in enhancing resilience is the most effective 

way to reduce the impact and cost of a disaster; 

• Access to full, reliable and accurate information is 

essential to building cases for investment in resilient 

infrastructure; we need an open data policy and 

investment in information systems;  

• By applying stronger construction codes, we can reduce 

vulnerability;  

• We must develop resilient communities who are 

prepared, equipped and able to support themselves 

when disasters occur. 

Preparing and improving 

resilience 



• We must establish training programmes to practice and 

prepare together with other agencies;  

• The voluntary and community sector can play in major 

role in helping during disasters. 

• Informed and aware citizens are a key component in both 

building resilience and the capability to respond. 

• Improve communication and make the most of new 

technologies such as social media and the internet; 

 

 

Responding to disasters 



• Recovery following a disaster is a long process and can 

often take many years.  

• Take the opportunity to incorporate future resilience.  

• Insurance plays an important role in securing timely and 

effective recovery.   

• Well-designed insurance can  discourage risky behaviour 

and promote risk awareness.   

 

Recovering from disasters 



Somerset Floods 2014 

• Local Government’s role in response and 

recovery 

• Learning: 

• Communication and the role of Social Media 

• Volunteers 

• Insurance 

 

 





Recovery 



Learning - Communications 

• Communication via mobile phones, social media 

is now instant 

• Government at all levels can no longer control 

the flow of information in a disaster 

• digital communications can help Government 

bodies get information from those affected and 

can help get messages back out 

• In Somerset, many volunteers were engaged via 

social media 



Progress 



Key achievements – 18 months on 

• 8km Dredge of River Tone & River Parrett 

• Temporary pump platforms at Dunball, Northmoor and Saltmoor 

• Permanent defences at Aller Drove & Westonzoyland 

• Ringbanks at Thorney Village and Thorney Pottery 

• Multi-million pound asset repair work at 50 + locations  

• River modelling underway to help to assess the impact of the 

various Flood Plan actions 

• Impact assessment of the Water Level Management Plans on 

flooding. 

• Trigger level information communicated to many communities 

• Development of a Community Land Trust has begun 

• Survey work to identify potential sites for capital works to ‘slow the 

flow’ 

 
 



• Major 
Infrastructure 
Project being 
delivered quickly 

• High Profile 

 

Increasing a 

community’s 

resilience: 

Raising the Road 

in to Muchelney 



Improved Flood 

Protection for a 

community – 

Thorney Ring 

Bank 

• Protects properties 

from flooding 

• Protects the 

highway/access 



Key achievements – 18 months on 

• Feasibility study for upstream flood mitigation on River Tone  

• 6 Flooding Hotspots identified and work has been programmed in for 

14/15 

• Review flood related planning policy across the County to ensure 

best practice underway. 

• A372 Beer Wall Phase 1 complete and road re-opened 

• Repaired and resurfaced all identified damaged roads 

• Road to Muchelney has been raised ensuring community no longer 

cut off 

• Deep clean of system, including review of gullies & culverts 

• 26 projects allocated funds from Flood Mitigation Fund – 12 

schemes have commenced 

• 8 Road closure gates are being put into place. 

• A Community Recovery and Resilience Officer is working with 

communities to develop flood plans. 

 
 



Key achievements – 18 months on 

• £325k has been awarded/allocated through Repair & Renewal grant 

• SL&M Flood Resilience Community Response Arrangements 

completed  

• Economic Impact Assessment (EIA) report & Key Messages 

document  

• £2.7m interim funding for Enhanced Maintenance and SRA 

Development in 2015/16 secured 

• Somerset Rivers Authority has been established 

• DCLG and Defra committed to Sustainable Funding Review 

• £13.1m awarded under Growth Deal 1 and £850k awarded to Land 

Management from Dream Fund  and Prince’s Countryside Fund  



Developing the SRA 

• Develop Common Works Programme 2015/16 and 

2016/17 

• Deliver the Enhanced Maintenance Programme for 

2015/16 and develop the Programme for 2016/17 

• Develop long term sustainable funding mechanism 

• DCLG/Defra/SLA Review of options for Ministers 

• Local development of precepting option 

• Develop SRA spending criteria 

• Constitution - supplementary tasks 

• Put in place appropriate officer support groups 

• Oversee Flood Action Plan development and delivery 

 



I believe we have an important 

opportunity to shape how we 

prepare for, respond to and recover 

from disasters.  

Thank you for listening. 

Harvey Siggs 

hxsiggs@somerset.gov.uk 


